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DISCLAIMER

This report does not diagnose this or any other health conditions.
Please talk to a healthcare professional if this condition runs in
your family, you think you might have this condition, or you have
any concerns about your results.




Cushing’s Syndrome Disease Report How this works

How this works

Our Wellness Reports analyze how your DNA influences your health.
We then use this analysis to give you personalized risk estimates and recommendations.
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Similarly, our Trait Reports look at how your DNA ‘
influences your traits.

Your DNA is like an instruction manual — it contains a lot of information.
You can think of it as a blueprint for your body.

Genetic variants are parts of DNA that differ from person to person. Some can make you more vulnerable to certain health issues,
while others may influence traits such as eye color.
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Cushing’s Syndrome Disease Report How this works

We use artificial intelligence and machine learning to analyze all this information. In total, we ana|yze up to 83

We then summarize your results as a risk score or display it on a gauge. million genetic variants.

When we give a risk score, the risk icon tells you if you are at a higher or lower
risk compared to other people:

PERCENTILE

™

Your risk is greater than 15% of the population
and lower than 85% of the population.

LOwW HIGH VERY HIGH

Genotype color info: AA You don't have any risk alleles You have 1risk allele AA You have 2 risk alleles

Your risk is also displayed as a percentile. This will tell you how your risks compare to our sample population. The lower your
percentile number, the lower your risk. The "50th percentile" would be an average risk.

Similarly, the gauge tells you your relative risk score compared to our sample population, or it indicates a specific trait or haplotype

you are more likely to have based on your genetic variants.

When applicable, we also list top evidence-based recommendations that may help lower your risk. The focus is on
recommendations that may be of benefit to you, based on your genetics.

Our recommendations come in four categories: lifestyle, diet, supplements and drugs.
The following icons tell you which category a recommendation falls into:
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DIETARY LIFESTYLE SUPPLEMENT DRUG

Our team of scientists also ranks each recommendation.
We rank based on impact and the strength of evidence in the medical literature.

Impact shows how strongly a recommendation will affect your health in a certain area.
Evidence is how much scientific support there is for the recommendation. Rankings are from 1to 5 (low to high):

IMPACT EVIDENCE

X X ) 3/5 Y X X ) 4/5
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Cushing’s Syndrome Disease Report

Impact

How this works

Impact scores range from 1-5. These scores reflect how much of an effect each recommendation can have. An impact score of 5

predicts the biggest effect.

When a recommendation affects something we can measure, we use those measurements to assign the impact score. For example,

a recommendation that decreases cholesterol by 20% will have a higher impact score than one that decreases it by 5%.

Some recommendations affect things that we cannot directly measure, like stress or mood. For these, the impact score is based on

how well they work relative to other recommendations and standard treatments. The best ones get the highest scores.

If there is a lot of research that shows a recommendation works especially well for your genotype, the impact score gets increased.

Recommendation Evidence

oeoeee 5/5

Recommendations that are considered effective and generally
recommended by experts and medical bodies.

( X X X 4/5

Recommendations that are considered likely effective and that
have multiple independent meta-analyses and a great many
studies supporting them.

oo 3/5

Recommendations that are considered possibly effective and
have many studies supporting them

oe 2/5

Recommendations that have insufficient evidence, with two or
several clinical trials supporting them, or many studies but with
ambiguous results.

- 1/5

Recommendations that have insufficient evidence, with a single
clinical trial, or with many studies most of which didn’t find
support for the recommendation.

0/5

No evidence in humans.
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Genotype-specific Evidence

eeeee® High-quality

Direct evidence that a recommendation helps more in people
with your gene variant (many clinical trials, afew large clinical
trials, or a meta-analysis).

' X X X ) Medium-quality

Direct evidence that a recommendation helps more in people
with your gene variant (a few clinical trials or one large clinical
trial).

oo Low-quality

Direct evidence that a recommendation helps more in people
with your gene variant (a single clinical trial or more trials with
inconsistent results).

o e Indirect

A recommendation may help more in people with your gene
variant because it targets a specific gene or protein affected by
your variant (e.g., MTHFR, dopamine).

() In theory

A recommendation may help more in people with your gene
variant because it targets a specific mechanism affected by
your variant (e.g., inflammation, oxidative stress).
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Cushing’s Syndrome Disease Report How this works

Some things to keep in mind:

e Genetics doesn’t play a considerable role in a condition or a trait.
e There is not enough research available to estimate a genetic predisposition.
e There are technical limitations to estimating or presenting a genetic predisposition.

e The topic is sensitive, and a genetic predisposition should only be estimated and presented by a healthcare professional.
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Cushing’s Syndrome Disease Report Introduction

Introduction

Cushing’s syndrome is characterized by an excessive amount of the hormone cortisol in the body. Cortisol, often referred to as the
'stress hormone, plays various roles in the body, including regulation of blood sugar levels, reduction of inflammation, and control
over salt and water balance. However, when cortisol levels are consistently too high, it can lead to a range of symptoms and

complications.

The most common signs of Cushing’s syndrome include rapid weight gain, particularly around the midsection and upper back, a
rounded face, and pink or purple stretch marks on the skin. Fatigue and muscle weakness are also typical.
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Cushing’s Syndrome Disease Report Your genetics

Complications
and Treatment

Beyond physical signs, Cushing’s syndrome can have
serious health implications. High cortisol levels can

increase blood pressure, leading to cardiovascular issues,
and can affect bone health, making individuals more prone Typical likelihood of Cushing's syndrome based on
to fractures. 17,887 genetic variants we looked at

Additionally, people with Cushing’s may experience mood
changes, high blood glucose levels or type 2 diabetes, and
are at a heightened risk of infections due to cortisol’s
immunosuppressive effects. Treatment for Cushing’s
syndrome often depends on the underlying cause, which
may include medication, surgery, radiation therapy, or
reducing the dosage of corticosteroid medications if these
drugs are contributing to the elevated cortisol levels.
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Cushing’s Syndrome Disease Report Your recommendations

Your Recommendations

Your recommendations are prioritized according to the likelihood of it having an impact for you based on your genetics,
along with the amount of scientific evidence supporting the recommendation.

You'll likely find common healthy recommendations at the top of the list because they are often the most impactful and
most researched.

DOSAGE DOSAGE
1 | Strength Training 1 hour 2 | Sleep for 7+ Hours

3 | Probiotic Dairy 4 | B Vitamins

5 | Aerobic Exercise (Cardio) 1 hour 6 § Exercise At Least One Hour a Day 1 hour
7 | Phosphatidylserine 300 mg 8 | Limit Meat Intake

9 | Dietary Omega-3 Fatty Acids 10 /| Avoid Refined Sugar

11 | Regular Sleep Schedule 12 | Stress Management Therapy 1 hour
13 | Whole Grains 14 | Yoga 30 minutes
15  Limit Salt Intake 16 /| Avoid Sugary Foods & Drinks

:=— TABLE OF CONTENTS PAGE 9 / 23 SKIP TO NEXT SECTION —)



Cushing’s Syndrome Disease Report Your recommendations

N IMPACT EVIDENCE

++ Strength Training 0/ 0/5

How to implement

Engage in strength training exercises, such as weight lifting or bodyweight exercises, for 60 minutes per session, 2 to 3
TYPICAL STARTING DOSE
times per week. Ensure you work all major muscle groups and rest each muscle group for at least 48 hours before

exercising it again. 1 hour

Description

Strength training, also called resistance or anaerobic training, contracts the muscles against an external resistance for short periods of time. This helps gain
muscle strength, tone, and mass. This can include activities like weight lifting, pushups, and crunches.

Strength training, also known as resistance training, is a type of physical exercise that uses resistance to build strength, anaerobic endurance, and size [R].
Some of the most common strength training methods include [R]:

Weight lifting
Bodyweight exercises like push-ups, pull-ups, squats, and lunges.

Resistance bands

Plyometrics or explosive force exercises
The benefits of strength training are numerous, and include [R]:

¢ |ncreased muscle strength

e Improved bone health

e Reduced risk of injury

e |Improved balance and coordination
e Enhanced mood

e Boost metabolism

Consult with a doctor before starting any new exercise program, especially if you have any health conditions.

How it helps

Strength training can be beneficial for people with Cushing’s syndrome by helping to increase muscle mass, which can be lost due to high cortisol levels. It also
supports bone health, reduces the risk of fractures, and can improve overall physical function.
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https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/fitness/in-depth/strength-training/art-20046670
https://www.healthline.com/health/fitness/benefits-of-strength-training
https://www.healthline.com/health/fitness/benefits-of-strength-training
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N IMPACT EVIDENCE

++ Sleep for 7+ Hours 0/5 0/5

How to implement

Ensure you allocate enough time in your schedule to achieve a minimum of 7 hours of sleep each night. This might involve going to bed earlier or adjusting your
evening routine to promote relaxation and make it easier to fall asleep.

Description

Optimizing sleep involves adopting healthy sleep habits and creating a sleep-conducive environment to ensure restorative and sufficient sleep duration. It
supports cognitive function, mood stability, and overall physical health. Most experts recommend getting at least 7 hours of good-quality sleep each night.

Sleep supports your body and mind [R, R]. More precisely, sleep helps:

Support brain health [R, R]
Maintain a healthy weight and appetite [R, R, R]

Regulate blood pressure [R, R]

Balance blood sugar [R, R]

Ways to sleep better include [R]:

e Reducing your bright light exposure (screen time) in the evenings

Sticking to a regular sleep schedule

Avoiding hunger or large meals before bed

Avoiding nicotine, caffeine, and alcohol before bed

Maintaining a sleep area that’s cool, dark, and quiet

How it helps

Adequate sleep helps regulate the body's hormonal balance, including cortisol levels. Ensuring at least 7 hours of sleep per night can improve overall well-being

in individuals with Cushing’s syndrome.
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https://selfhacked.com/blog/health-benefits-sleep/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3768102/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2689703/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3880190/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24136944/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24892893
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4394987/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC535701/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16585410/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2845795/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3767932/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2927933/
https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/adult-health/in-depth/sleep/art-20048379
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IMPACT EVIDENCE
nrd

3 &% Probiotic Dairy o o

How to implement

Incorporate probiotic-rich dairy products, such as yogurt or kefir, into your diet daily. Aim to consume at least one serving, which typically ranges from 100 to 200
grams, per day.

Description

Probiotic dairy products, such as yogurt and kefir, contain live beneficial bacteria that support gut health and digestion, as well as the immune system, blood
sugar, and mood. These products are rich in probiotics, calcium, and protein.

Maintaining gut health

Supporting a healthy immune system

Improving your mood

Helping to maintain healthy blood sugar

Probiotics can be taken as supplements. They can also be added to dairy products like milk and yogurt [R, R].

How it helps

Probiotics can help balance gut flora and improve gastrointestinal health, which can be disturbed in Cushing’s syndrome due to cortisol imbalances.
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29581563/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4045285/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6047317/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30292888/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5707719/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5102282/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26987497/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4735031/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26965080/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/23342560/
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IMPACT EVIDENCE

/& B Vitamins

0/5 0/5

How to implement

Take a B vitamin complex supplement once daily, preferably with your morning meal to enhance absorption. The supplement should include a range of B vitamins
such as B1 (thiamine), B2 (riboflavin), B3 (niacin), B5 (pantothenic acid), B6 (pyridoxine), B7 (biotin), B9 (folate), and B12 (cobalamin). Ensure consistency by taking it
at the same time each day.

Description

B vitamins help the body function properly. Two examples are vitamin B9 (folate) and vitamin B12. They play essential roles in [R, R, R, R]:

¢ DNA formation
e Metabolism
e Energy production

Animal products

Green leafy vegetables
Citrus fruits

Fortified foods
Supplements

Adults should be getting 400 micrograms (mcg) of folate and 2.4 mcg of vitamin B12 every day [R, R].

Folate deficiency is rare but can happen in people that don’t eat enough fruits and vegetables. Alcoholics and lactating mothers may also be at an increased risk

[R].

Vitamin B12 deficiency often takes years to develop, as the body is able to store large amounts in the liver. Groups that may be at an increased risk include [R, R]:

Vegans

Pregnant women

Older people

People with gut issues

How it helps

B Vitamins, particularly B6 and B12, are important for energy production and nervous system function. They can help address fatigue and cognitive difficulties
often experienced by those with Cushing’s syndrome.
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https://selfhacked.com/blog/16-proven-benefits-vitamin-b9-folate-folic-acid/
https://selfhacked.com/blog/vitamin-b12/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4772032/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5353360/
https://ods.od.nih.gov/factsheets/Folate-HealthProfessional/
https://ods.od.nih.gov/factsheets/VitaminB12-HealthProfessional/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5731688/
https://ods.od.nih.gov/factsheets/Folate-HealthProfessional/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK114318
https://ods.od.nih.gov/factsheets/VitaminB12-HealthProfessional/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/17959839/
https://ods.od.nih.gov/factsheets/Folate-HealthProfessional/
https://ods.od.nih.gov/factsheets/VitaminB12-HealthProfessional/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/18709879/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK114329/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3257642/
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N IMPACT EVIDENCE

++ Aerobic Exercise (Cardio) 0/5 0/5

How to implement

Engage in at least 150 minutes of moderate-intensity aerobic exercise or 75 minutes of vigorous-intensity activity each
TYPICAL STARTING DOSE
week. Distribute this time over at least 3 days per week, avoiding consecutive days of vigorous exercise to allow for

recovery. 1 hour

Description

Engaging in regular aerobic exercise, such as running, swimming, or cycling, offers numerous health benéefits, including improved cardiovascular fitness, weight
management, and mood enhancement. It supports overall physical and mental well-being while reducing the risk of chronic diseases.

Cardio, short for cardiovascular exercise, is any type of physical activity that temporarily increases your heart rate. Examples include running, cycling, swimming,
and brisk walking.

Regular cardio exercise has many benefits for your overall health. It can help lower your risk of heart disease and diabetes, support weight loss, and improve your
mood and energy levels. To get the most out of cardio, try to do it for at least 30 minutes, 3-5 times a week.

Interval training is a type of cardio that combines periods of high-intensity training with brief rest periods.

How it helps

Aerobic exercise helps in reducing stress and managing weight, which can alleviate some symptoms of Cushing’s syndrome. Regular physical activity can
improve overall cardiovascular health and help in regulating cortisol levels.
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IMPACT EVIDENCE

‘“ Exercise At Least One Hour a Day 05 0/5

How to implement

Dedicate a minimum of 60 minutes to moderate-intensity activities such as brisk walking, swimming, or cycling. Do this
. . . TYPICAL STARTING DOSE
most days of the week, aiming for at least 5 days to optimize benefits.

1 hour

Description

Exercise can do wonders for your health. It can help you lose weight, improve your heart health, boost your mood, and more [R].
There are many ways you can be active. You can walk, run, swim, dance, or play team sports. Everything counts, and it's never too late to start!

Try to get at least 60 minutes of moderate physical activity on most days, including walking. Getting a mix of cardio (min 150 min/day) and strength training
(min 2 times a week) may be optimal.

How it helps

Engaging in at least 30 minutes of exercise daily can benefit individuals with Cushing’s syndrome by helping to control weight, improve muscle strength, and
enhance mood. Exercise may also help reduce the risk of developing conditions associated with Cushing’s syndrome like osteoporosis.

@ & Phosphatidylserine o) o)

How to implement

Take 100 mg of phosphatidylserine three times daily with meals. Continue this regimen for up to 6 months to evaluate
. . TYPICAL STARTING DOSE
its effectiveness.

300 mg

Description

Phosphatidylserine is a naturally occurring phospholipid found in cell membranes, primarily in animal-based sources such as meat and fish. It is commonly used
as a dietary supplement to potentially support cognitive function and memory, as well as age-related cognitive decline and improving focus and mental clarity.

Phosphatidylserine is a major component of all cell membranes. It's found in high amounts in the brain, and it helps support brain function.

People use phosphatidylserine as a supplement to improve mental focus, memory, and mood.

How it helps

Phosphatidylserine may help normalize cortisol levels, which are often elevated in Cushing's syndrome.
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https://selfhacked.com/blog/top-14-proven-health-benefits-exercise-references-mechanisms/
https://medlineplus.gov/benefitsofexercise.html
https://supplements.selfdecode.com/blog/phosphatidylserine/
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IMPACT EVIDENCE

&9  Limit Meat Intake o) o)

How to implement

Substitute red and processed meats with plant-based proteins, such as beans, lentils, and tofu, for at least two meals per week. Gradually increase the number of
meat-free meals by incorporating more fruits, vegetables, and whole grains into your diet daily.

Description

Limiting meat intake involves consuming fewer animal-based products, often as part of a plant-based diet. This dietary choice can provide health benefits such as
lower cholesterol levels, reduced risk of certain chronic diseases, and a decreased environmental footprint.

Proteins, fats, and carbs are macronutrients. You need these nutrients in large (‘macro’) amounts. They provide your body with the energy it needs to function

properly [R].

You should choose high-quality foods that give you the “best” version of each macronutrient. For example, too much saturated fat and protein from certain animal

sources may increase the risk of heart disease and infertility [R, R, R].

Consider replacing red meat with other high-protein foods, such as [R, R]:

Eggs
Fish
e Soy

e Beans

How it helps

A lower meat intake can help manage Cushing’s syndrome by reducing the risk of obesity and cardiovascular diseases, which people with this condition are at

higher risk for.
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4960974/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29174025/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31728490/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/labs/pmc/articles/PMC3066040/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/labs/pmc/articles/PMC3841988/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/19145965/
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IMPACT EVIDENCE
nrd

<% Dietary Omega-3 Fatty Acids . o

How to implement

Incorporate foods high in omega-3 fatty acids into your diet daily. This includes eating fish such as salmon, mackerel, and sardines at least twice a week.
Alternatively, include a tablespoon of flaxseed oil or chia seeds in your daily diet.

Description

Omega-3 fatty acids are some of the healthiest fats we can eat. They help lower inflammation and protect the heart, brain, and eyes. Our bodies produce

less omega-3s than we need for optimal health, so it's important to get enough through food or supplements [R, R, R].
There are three major types of omega-3s: ALA, EPA, and DHA. EPA and DHA are vital for mental and heart health [R, R, R].

Fatty fish are rich in EPA and DHA. They include [R]:

e Salmon
e Tuna

e Herring
e Sardines

For optimal health, try to get at least two servings of fatty fish per week. Fish oil supplements are available for those who don’t eat fish regularly [R].

How it helps

Omega-3 fatty acids can help counter inflammation and cardiovascular risks associated with Cushing's syndrome by promoting heart health and potentially
reducing cortisol levels.

IMPACT EVIDENCE
nrd

<% Avoid Refined Sugar 0/5 0/5

How to implement

Eliminate foods and beverages high in refined sugars, such as sodas, candies, pastries, and white bread, from your diet. Replace them with natural sugars found
in fruits and whole grains. Implement this change immediately and maintain it indefinitely for long-term health benefits.

Description

Reducing the consumption of refined sugar and high-sugar foods can help prevent dental problems, manage blood sugar levels, and support weight
management.

How it helps

Refined sugar can elevate blood sugar levels, which may exacerbate some symptoms of Cushing's syndrome. Reducing refined sugar can help manage weight
and balance blood glucose levels.
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https://supplements.selfdecode.com/blog/fish-oil-top-22-science-based-health-benefits-of-fish-oil/
https://ods.od.nih.gov/factsheets/Omega3Fatty%20AcidsandHealth-HealthProfessional/
https://ods.od.nih.gov/factsheets/Omega3FattyAcids-HealthProfessional/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4404917/
https://ods.od.nih.gov/factsheets/Omega3FattyAcids-HealthProfessional/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/18072818/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34505026/
https://ods.od.nih.gov/factsheets/Omega3FattyAcids-HealthProfessional/
https://ods.od.nih.gov/factsheets/Omega3FattyAcids-HealthProfessional/
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N IMPACT EVIDENCE

#+# Regular Sleep Schedule 0/5 0/5

-

How to implement

Go to bed and wake up at the same time every day, even on weekends and holidays. This helps regulate your body's internal clock, leading to better sleep
quality. Aim for 7-9 hours of sleep per night.

Description

Maintaining a regular sleep schedule involves going to bed and waking up at consistent times each day. This practice helps regulate the body's internal clock and

promotes better sleep quality, mood, and cognitive function.

How it helps

Maintaining a regular sleep schedule helps in regulating the body's internal clock and cortisol levels. For individuals with adrenal hyperfunction, where cortisol
levels may be abnormally high, sticking to a consistent sleep pattern can aid in managing the condition by ensuring that cortisol production follows a more normal

daily rhythm.

M IMPACT EVIDENCE

++ Stress Management Therapy 0/ 0/5

How to implement

Engage in stress management therapy sessions, such as cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT), for at least 1 hour per
week over a course of 8 to 12 weeks. Techniques can include mindfulness, deep breathing exercises, and identifying

TYPICAL STARTING DOSE

stressors to develop coping strategies. 1hour

Description

Stress management therapy refers to various techniques and approaches aimed at reducing and coping with stress. It can improve mental and physical well-
being by helping individuals better manage the effects of stress on their health.

How it helps

Stress management can help lower cortisol levels, which are often elevated in Cushing's syndrome. Techniques such as mindfulness, relaxation exercises, and

cognitive-behavioral therapy can be beneficial.
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IMPACT EVIDENCE

13 ) & Whole Grains . .

How to implement

Incorporate at least three servings of whole grains into your daily diet. This can include consuming foods such as whole grain bread, brown rice, whole grain
pasta, and oats. Aim to replace refined grains with whole grains at each meal for optimal benefits.

Description

Whole grains encompass a variety of grains like wheat, oats, and quinoa, where the entire grain kernel is intact. They are rich in fiber, vitamins, minerals, and
antioxidants, supporting heart health and reducing the risk of chronic diseases.

Unlike refined grains, whole grains contain nutritious parts of the grain like bran and germ.

Whole grains provide many crucial nutrients, including:

e Fiber

e B-vitamins
e |ron

e Magnesium

Phosphorus

Due to their high fiber content, whole grains don’t tend to spike blood sugar like refined grains do.

How it helps

Eating whole grains may help individuals with Cushing's syndrome to better manage their blood sugar levels, considering their increased risk of developing type
2 diabetes.
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IMPACT EVIDENCE

(A
+* Yoga 05 05

How to implement

Practice yoga for at least 20 to 30 minutes a day, most days of the week. Choose a style that matches your fitness level
TYPICAL STARTING DOSE

and goals, and consider attending a class or using online resources to guide your practice.
30 minutes

Description

Yoga is a mind-body practice that combines physical postures, breathing exercises, and meditation. It enhances flexibility, strength, and mental well-being and is

used for stress reduction, relaxation, and overall health improvement.

Yoga combines breathing, stretching, and relaxation techniques. Practicing yoga may help [R, R, R]:

Reduce stress

Improve fitness

Lower blood pressure and heart rate

Manage pain

How it helps

Yoga combines physical activity with stress reduction techniques, which can help in lowering cortisol levels and managing symptoms of Cushing’s syndrome.

Practices like deep breathing and relaxation are particularly effective.
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https://selfdecode.com/blog/health-benefits-yoga/
https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/stress-management/in-depth/yoga/art-20044733
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26181573/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26181573/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3447533/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3447533/
https://selfdecode.com/blog/63-factors-raising-stress-cortisol-level-backed-science/
https://selfdecode.com/blog/63-factors-raising-stress-cortisol-level-backed-science/
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IMPACT EVIDENCE

15 ) &8 Limit Salt Intake . .

How to implement

Reduce your daily salt intake to less than 2,300 milligrams (mg), equivalent to about one teaspoon of table salt. This includes all salt consumed, whether added
during cooking, at the table, or present in processed and ready-to-eat foods.

Description

Limiting salt intake involves lowering the amount of sodium in the diet, which can help lower blood pressure and reduce the risk of heart disease. It often involves
avoiding processed and other high-sodium foods such as cured meats, soups and sauces, and various pickled foods.

Your body needs a certain amount of sodium to function. For example, it helps support your blood pressure. This sodium usually comes from salt. However,
eating too much salt is linked to an increased risk of stroke and heart disease [R, R].

Foods higher in salt include [R, R, R]:

e Prepared soups, broths, gravies, and sauces

e Fermented or pickled foods (such as pickles, soy sauce, olives, and capers)
e Cured meats and sausages (such as bacon, salt pork, and salami)

e Cheese (such as Roquefort and Parmesan)

Try to limit your daily intake to 1 teaspoon of salt (2,400 mg of sodium) [R].

How it helps

Cushing's syndrome can cause higher blood pressure. Reducing salt intake can help manage this symptom by preventing water retention and reducing blood

pressure.
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IMPACT EVIDENCE

&9  Avoid Sugary Foods & Drinks o o

How to implement

To avoid sugary foods, eliminate or significantly reduce consumption of foods and beverages high in added sugars such as sodas, candies, baked goods, and
sugary cereals from your diet. Instead, opt for natural sugar sources like fruits. Aim to do this daily for ongoing health benefits.

Description

High-sugar foods like baked goods, sweets, and sugary drinks, can spike your blood sugar levels. Consuming a lot of these types of foods can contribute to to

health issues like diabetes, obesity, insomnia, and heart disease.

High-sugar foods and refined carbs have a high glycemic index (Gl). This means they tend to spike your blood sugar levels. They include [R, R, R]:

e Sugary drinks
e Baked goods
e Sweets

e White bread
e White rice

e Pasta

Eating a lot of sugary foods can contribute to:

Diabetes [R, R, R]
Weight gain and obesity [R, R]

Insomnia [R]

Heart disease [R]

You may also want to avoid processed sugars and sugary drinks. They may have a role in increasing IL-1B [R, R].

How it helps

Sugary foods can exacerbate symptoms of Cushing's syndrome by increasing blood sugar levels, which is particularly problematic as the condition can lead to
high blood sugar and diabetes.
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Next Steps

Remember, your genes only tell one important part of your health story!

Now that you've seen your DNA-based results for this health topic, let's take a look at other contributing factors.

Your lab results

Your lab results are impacted by the combined effect of your genes, environment and lifestyle.

Lab tests will give you the best picture of your current health status, while your genes provide insight into your health
predispositions and which recommendations are best for you.
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