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DISCLAIMER

This report does not diagnose this or any other health conditions.
Please talk to a healthcare professional if this condition runs in
your family, you think you might have this condition, or you have
any concerns about your results.




Spina Bifida Disease Report How this works

How this works

Our Wellness Reports analyze how your DNA influences your health.
We then use this analysis to give you personalized risk estimates and recommendations.
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Similarly, our Trait Reports look at how your DNA ‘
influences your traits.

Your DNA is like an instruction manual — it contains a lot of information.
You can think of it as a blueprint for your body.

Genetic variants are parts of DNA that differ from person to person. Some can make you more vulnerable to certain health issues,
while others may influence traits such as eye color.
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Spina Bifida Disease Report How this works

We use artificial intelligence and machine learning to analyze all this information. In total, we ana|yze up to 83
We then summarize your results as a risk score or display it on a gauge. million genetic variants.

When we give a risk score, the risk icon tells you if you are at a higher or lower
risk compared to other people:

PERCENTILE

™

Your risk is greater than 15% of the population
and lower than 85% of the population.

LOwW HIGH VERY HIGH

Genotype color info: AA You don't have any risk alleles You have 1risk allele AA You have 2 risk alleles

Your risk is also displayed as a percentile. This will tell you how your risks compare to our sample population. The lower your
percentile number, the lower your risk. The "50th percentile" would be an average risk.

Similarly, the gauge tells you your relative risk score compared to our sample population, or it indicates a specific trait or haplotype
you are more likely to have based on your genetic variants.

When applicable, we also list top evidence-based recommendations that may help lower your risk. The focus is on
recommendations that may be of benefit to you, based on your genetics.

Our recommendations come in four categories: lifestyle, diet, supplements and drugs.
The following icons tell you which category a recommendation falls into:
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DIETARY LIFESTYLE SUPPLEMENT DRUG

Our team of scientists also ranks each recommendation.
We rank based on impact and the strength of evidence in the medical literature.

Impact shows how strongly a recommendation will affect your health in a certain area.
Evidence is how much scientific support there is for the recommendation. Rankings are from 1to 5 (low to high):

IMPACT EVIDENCE

X X ) 3/5 Y X X ) 4/5
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Spina Bifida Disease Report

Impact

How this works

Impact scores range from 1-5. These scores reflect how much of an effect each recommendation can have. An impact score of 5

predicts the biggest effect.

When a recommendation affects something we can measure, we use those measurements to assign the impact score. For example,

a recommendation that decreases cholesterol by 20% will have a higher impact score than one that decreases it by 5%.

Some recommendations affect things that we cannot directly measure, like stress or mood. For these, the impact score is based on

how well they work relative to other recommendations and standard treatments. The best ones get the highest scores.

If there is a lot of research that shows a recommendation works especially well for your genotype, the impact score gets increased.

Recommendation Evidence

oeoeee 5/5

Recommendations that are considered effective and generally
recommended by experts and medical bodies.

( X X X 4/5

Recommendations that are considered likely effective and that
have multiple independent meta-analyses and a great many
studies supporting them.

oo 3/5

Recommendations that are considered possibly effective and
have many studies supporting them

oe 2/5

Recommendations that have insufficient evidence, with two or
several clinical trials supporting them, or many studies but with
ambiguous results.

- 1/5

Recommendations that have insufficient evidence, with a single
clinical trial, or with many studies most of which didn’t find
support for the recommendation.

0/5

No evidence in humans.
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Genotype-specific Evidence

eeeee® High-quality

Direct evidence that a recommendation helps more in people
with your gene variant (many clinical trials, afew large clinical
trials, or a meta-analysis).

' X X X ) Medium-quality

Direct evidence that a recommendation helps more in people
with your gene variant (a few clinical trials or one large clinical
trial).

oo Low-quality

Direct evidence that a recommendation helps more in people
with your gene variant (a single clinical trial or more trials with
inconsistent results).

o e Indirect

A recommendation may help more in people with your gene
variant because it targets a specific gene or protein affected by
your variant (e.g., MTHFR, dopamine).

() In theory

A recommendation may help more in people with your gene
variant because it targets a specific mechanism affected by
your variant (e.g., inflammation, oxidative stress).
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Some things to keep in mind:

e Genetics doesn’t play a considerable role in a condition or a trait.
e There is not enough research available to estimate a genetic predisposition.
e There are technical limitations to estimating or presenting a genetic predisposition.

e The topic is sensitive, and a genetic predisposition should only be estimated and presented by a healthcare professional.
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Spina Bifida Disease Report Introduction

Introduction

Spina bifida is a birth defect that occurs when the spine and spinal cord don't form properly. It's a type of neural tube defect that can
cause a variety of physical and intellectual disabilities, ranging from mild to severe.

The severity of the symptoms depends largely on the location of the gap in the spine and whether or not spinal nerves are involved.

This condition is often detected through prenatal imaging and can sometimes be treated through surgery after birth, or in some
cases, even before birth.
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Management

Patients with spina bifida can face challenges that include
difficulty walking or inability to walk, bladder and bowel
control issues, and accumulation of fluid in the brain
(hydrocephalus). The long-term management of the
condition may require numerous surgeries and ongoing
therapy to address the physical complications.

It also necessitates a multidisciplinary approach for
educational and social integration, as individuals with spina
bifida often require adaptive devices and supportive
services to lead productive lives.
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Your genetics

Typical likelihood of spina bifida based on 23,494

genetic variants we looked at
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Spina Bifida Disease Report Your recommendations

Your Recommendations

Your recommendations are prioritized according to the likelihood of it having an impact for you based on your genetics,
along with the amount of scientific evidence supporting the recommendation.

You'll likely find common healthy recommendations at the top of the list because they are often the most impactful and
most researched.

DOSAGE DOSAGE
1 | Methylfolate 400 mcg 2 | Aerobic Exercise (Cardio) 1 hour
3 | Avoid Cadmium Exposure 4 | Avoid Lifting Heavy Objects

5 | Whole Grains 6  Dietary Folate

7 | Swimming 30 minutes 8 | Aquatic Exercise 1 hour
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IMPACT EVIDENCE

& Methylfolate cooe - coe  a/-

How to implement

Take an L-methyl folate supplement (400-800 micrograms daily), ideally with a meal, to improve absorption. This
dosage is recommended for adults, including pregnant women, to support overall health, especially to reduce the risk

TYPICAL STARTING DOSE

of neural tube defects in developing fetuses. Continue daily use as part of your regular supplement routine. 400 mcg

Description

Folate, a B-vitamin, is crucial for DNA synthesis, cell growth, and the formation of red blood cells. Adequate folate intake supports overall health and reduces the

risk of neural tube defects during pregnancy.

Vitamin B9 (folate) plays an essential role in [R, R, R]:

e Making DNA
e Metabolism
e Energy production

SelfDecode recommends L-methylfolate as the preferred folate supplement for those who need one. It is superior to folic acid because it doesn’t require
activation, but the research is still ongoing [R, R].

How it helps

Folate, or folic acid when taken in supplement form, is well-known for its critical role in the development of the neural tube during early pregnancy. Insufficient
folate levels in pregnant women are strongly linked with the risk of neural tube defects, including spina bifida in their offspring. Increasing folate intake through

diet or supplements before conception and during early pregnancy significantly reduces the risk of spina bifida.

From 4078 studies, 179 were reviewed, and 123 were included in the meta-analysis. Spina bifida prevalence is lower in regions with mandatory folic acid

fortification. Legislation lags, particularly in Asia and Europe, but more data is needed for Africa [R].

:=— TABLE OF CONTENTS PAGE 10 / 18 SKIP TO NEXT SECTION —)


https://selfhacked.com/blog/16-proven-benefits-vitamin-b9-folate-folic-acid/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4772032/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5353360/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5353360/
https://ods.od.nih.gov/factsheets/Folate-HealthProfessional/
https://ods.od.nih.gov/factsheets/Folate-HealthProfessional/
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/folicacid/mthfr-gene-and-folic-acid.html
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32887268/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32887268/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4695937/
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N IMPACT EVIDENCE

++ Aerobic Exercise (Cardio) .o 55 - 175

How to implement

Engage in at least 150 minutes of moderate-intensity aerobic exercise or 75 minutes of vigorous-intensity activity each
TYPICAL STARTING DOSE
week. Distribute this time over at least 3 days per week, avoiding consecutive days of vigorous exercise to allow for

recovery. 1 hour

Description

Engaging in regular aerobic exercise, such as running, swimming, or cycling, offers numerous health benefits, including improved cardiovascular fitness, weight
management, and mood enhancement. It supports overall physical and mental well-being while reducing the risk of chronic diseases.

Cardio, short for cardiovascular exercise, is any type of physical activity that temporarily increases your heart rate. Examples include running, cycling, swimming,
and brisk walking.

Regular cardio exercise has many benefits for your overall health. It can help lower your risk of heart disease and diabetes, support weight loss, and improve your
mood and energy levels. To get the most out of cardio, try to do it for at least 30 minutes, 3-5 times a week.

Interval training is a type of cardio that combines periods of high-intensity training with brief rest periods.

How it helps

A home-based, progressive treadmill training program had large, long-term effects on walking ability and moderate, short-term effects on VO2max in a non-
placebo-controlled trial of 34 children with spina bifida [R].

Using an upper extremity exercise device integrated with computer gaming for aerobic training improved oxygen uptake and maximum work capability in an
uncontrolled trial of 8 adolescents with this condition [R].
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/21415263/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1864855/
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N IMPACT EVIDENCE

++ Avoid Cadmium Exposure

[ 1/5 [ 1/5

How to implement

To avoid cadmium exposure, refrain from smoking or exposure to secondhand smoke, reduce consumption of foods high in cadmium like shellfish, liver, kidney
meats, and certain leafy vegetables, and use ceramic or glass containers instead of plastic when microwaving food. Limit intake of cadmium-contaminated
workplace air by using protective gear if you work in battery manufacturing, welding, or metal refining industries.

Description

Avoiding cadmium exposure is essential to prevent potential health risks associated with this heavy metal, such as kidney damage and increased cancer risk.
Reducing exposure to cadmium-containing products and contaminated foods is crucial.

Heavy metals are elements naturally found in the environment. They are also used for agricultural, industrial, and medicinal purposes. Some can even be found in
small amounts in your body [R, R].

Long-term exposure to high amounts of heavy metals can be harmful to your health [R, R].

Heavy metals that are most often linked to health problems include [R, R]:

Lead
Cadmium

Arsenic

e Chromium

Mercury

How it helps

Prenatal exposure to cadmium increases the risk of neural tube defects more in carriers of certain gene variants [R].

4< g PERSONALIZED TO YOUR GENES >

Prenatal exposure to cadmium increases the risk of neural tube defects more in carriers of your SOD2 gene variant [R].

Prenatal exposure to cadmium increases the risk of neural tube defects more in carriers of your MTHFR gene variant [R].

YOUR GENETIC VARIANTS

GENE SNP GENOTYPE EVIDENCE
SOD2 rs4880 GG Y X )
GENE SNP GENOTYPE EVIDENCE
MTHFR rs1801133 AA oo e
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4144270/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4427717/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4427717/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4144270/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4427717/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4427717/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4144270/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4427717/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4427717/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8180011/
https://selfdecode.com/app/gene/SOD2
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8180011/
https://selfdecode.com/app/gene/MTHFR
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8180011/
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N IMPACT EVIDENCE

++ Avoid Lifting Heavy Objects 05 0/5

How to implement

Refrain from picking up items that require significant strain or exertion, typically defined as those weighing more than 25 pounds (11 kilograms), to avoid
unnecessary pressure on your body. This restriction should be adhered to as long as your healthcare provider advises, which may be indefinitely for chronic
conditions or for a specific recovery period following surgery or injury.

Description

Avoiding improper lifting techniques when handling heavy objects can help prevent back injuries and musculoskeletal strain. Practicing safe lifting methods and

using proper equipment promotes spine and musculoskeletal health.

How it helps

For individuals with spina bifida, avoiding the lifting of heavy objects is essential to prevent additional strain on the spine. This precaution helps minimize the risk
of injury and further complications related to their condition.
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IMPACT EVIDENCE

5 &9  Whole Grains . .

How to implement

Incorporate at least three servings of whole grains into your daily diet. This can include consuming foods such as whole grain bread, brown rice, whole grain
pasta, and oats. Aim to replace refined grains with whole grains at each meal for optimal benefits.

Description

Whole grains encompass a variety of grains like wheat, oats, and quinoa, where the entire grain kernel is intact. They are rich in fiber, vitamins, minerals, and
antioxidants, supporting heart health and reducing the risk of chronic diseases.

Unlike refined grains, whole grains contain nutritious parts of the grain like bran and germ.

Whole grains provide many crucial nutrients, including:

e Fiber

e B-vitamins
e |ron

e Magnesium

Phosphorus

Due to their high fiber content, whole grains don’t tend to spike blood sugar like refined grains do.

How it helps

Consuming whole grains as part of a healthy diet can provide essential nutrients, such as fiber, B vitamins, and minerals, which support overall health. These
nutrients are especially important in the context of spina bifida, where nutrient needs might be increased due to the condition's complications and associated

health issues.
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IMPACT EVIDENCE

6 &9 Dietary Folate . .

How to implement

Increase your intake of folate-rich foods such as leafy green vegetables, fruits, nuts, and legumes. Aim to consume these foods daily, incorporating them into
various meals throughout the day to meet the recommended dietary allowance of 400 micrograms for adults.

Description

Vitamin B9 (folate) plays an essential role in [R, R, R]:

e Making DNA
e Metabolism
e Energy production

Rich sources of folate include [R, R]:

Beef liver

Spinach

Black-eyed peas

Asparagus

Citrus fruits

While folate deficiency is rare, it can happen in people who don’t eat enough fruits and vegetables. Alcoholics and lactating women may also be at increased risk
[R].

Adults should get 400 micrograms (mcg) of folate per day. Pregnant or breastfeeding women should get 500-600 mcg per day. Supplements are usually in the
form of folic acid or L-methylfolate (5-MTHF) [R, R].

How it helps

Folate, also known as Vitamin B9, is crucial for proper brain and spine development in the fetus. For women who are pregnant or planning to become pregnant,
consuming adequate amounts of folate can significantly reduce the risk of having a baby with spina bifida and other neural tube defects. Foods high in folate

include leafy green vegetables, fruits, nuts, and fortified cereals.

:= TABLE OF CONTENTS PAGE 15 SKIP TO NEXT SECTION —)


https://selfhacked.com/blog/16-proven-benefits-vitamin-b9-folate-folic-acid/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4772032/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5353360/
https://ods.od.nih.gov/factsheets/Folate-HealthProfessional/
https://ods.od.nih.gov/factsheets/Folate-HealthProfessional/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK114318
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/18709879/
https://supplements.selfdecode.com/blog/l-methylfolate-health-benefits/
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=e5b0b5757cf519a23dd8b95eaeb8bc5b&mc=true&node=se21.2.101_19&rgn=div8
https://ods.od.nih.gov/factsheets/Folate-HealthProfessional/
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IMPACT EVIDENCE

@ SWimming 0/5 0/5

How to implement

Incorporate swimming into your routine for at least 30 minutes, 3 times a week. Choose a pace and stroke that keeps
TYPICAL STARTING DOSE

your heart rate elevated yet allows you to breathe comfortably. Continue this practice regularly for long-term health

benefits. 30 minutes

Description

Swimming is a whole-body workout that engages various muscle groups, promoting strength and endurance. It helps keep the heart and lungs healthy, improves
flexibility, and can even help reduce stress. Regular swimming is a great way to maintain a balanced, fit, and healthy lifestyle.

How it helps

Swimming is particularly beneficial for those with spina bifida as it strengthens muscles without putting pressure on the spine. This form of exercise enhances
cardiovascular health, promotes muscle tone, and improves flexibility in a safe, low-impact environment.
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N IMPACT EVIDENCE

++ Aquatic Exercise 0/5 0/5

-

How to implement

Participate in aquatic exercise sessions, such as swimming or water aerobics, for 60 minutes, 3 to 5 times per week.
. . . . . . . L. . i . TYPICAL STARTING DOSE
Ensure the exercise intensity is moderate, allowing you to talk but not sing during the activity. Consistency over time is

key, so aim to incorporate this into your weekly routine for at least 3 to 6 months to observe benefits. Thour

Description

Aquatic exercise involves physical activity performed in water, such as swimming, water aerobics, or aquatic therapy. It is gentle on the joints, making it suitable
for individuals with mobility issues, and can help improve cardiovascular fithess and muscle strength.

Aquatic exercise is any type of low-impact physical activity performed in a pool. In this type of cardio exercise, water helps the body float, which reduces
gravity and makes the practice more comfortable and tolerable [R, R].

Compared to land-based exercise, aquatic exercise may be better by [R]:

e Reducing the stress and impact on joints
e Lowering fracture risk

Hence, it is usually recommended for the elderly. Aquatic exercise is also suitable for people who don't know how to swim [R].

How it helps

Aquatic exercise offers a unique benefit for those with spina bifida by providing a supportive, low-impact environment for physical activity. Water's buoyancy
reduces stress on the spine and joints, making it easier to perform exercises and improve physical function.
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https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/fitness/multimedia/aquatic-exercise/sls-20076730
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34167042/
https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/fitness/multimedia/aquatic-exercise/sls-20076730
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Next Steps

Remember, your genes only tell one important part of your health story!

Now that you've seen your DNA-based results for this health topic, let's take a look at other contributing factors.

Your lab results

Your lab results are impacted by the combined effect of your genes, environment and lifestyle.

Lab tests will give you the best picture of your current health status, while your genes provide insight into your health
predispositions and which recommendations are best for you.

@ Vitamin B12 687 pg/mL O 9 Nov 2025
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